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Henrik Ibsen’s proto-feminist masterpiece ‘A Doll’s House’ has appeared in some wild London incarnations lately: Tanika Gupta’s postcolonial take at the Lyric Hammersmith, the Young Vic’s generation-skipping ‘Nora’, and Kiln’s odyssey through sexual identity, ‘Wife’. Jamie Lloyd’s production is based upon a straight-down-the-line 1997 Frank
McGuinness adaptation, but don’t think it’ll be lacking in distinguishing features: Lloyd is a master at luring in big names, and he’s bagged big Hollywood star Jessica Chastain to play Ibsen’s heroine Nora, who feels stifled by her marriage and family. Although the Academy Award-nominated ‘Zero Dark Thirty’ star has a smattering of stage parts
under her belt, she’s only taken on a single Broadway role (‘The Heiress’, in 2012), and this British debut will be her first major stage role since then. Tickets go on sale at 10am on January 28. A Doll’s House is a three-act play written by Norwegian playwright Henrik Ibsen. It concerns the lives of a group of middle class Norwegians in the 1870s, and
deals with themes such as appearances, the power of money, and the place of women in a patriarchal society. Title: A Doll’s HouseAuthor: Henrik IbsenPublisher: Premiered at the Royal Theatre in CopenhagenYear Published: 1879Genre: DramaType of Work: PlayOriginal Language: Bokmål, the written standard for the Norwegian languageThemes:
Money, morals and appearances, women’s worthMajor Characters: Nora Helmer, Torvald Helmer, Nils Krogstad, Kristine Linde, Dr. Rank, Anne-Marie, the childrenNotable Adaptations: Ingmar Bergman’s 1989 adaptation titled Nora; BBC Radio 3’s 2012 adaptation by Tanika Gupta, which is set in India and Nora (called Niru) is married to
Englishman TomFun Fact: Feeling that the ending would not resonate with German audiences, Ibsen wrote an alternate ending. Instead of walking out on Torvald, Nora is brought to her children after the final argument, and, upon seeing them, she collapses. Nora and Torvald Helmer are a typical bourgeois Norwegian household in the late 1870s,
but the visit of an old friend of Nora, named Kristine Linde, and an employee of her husband, Nils Krogstad, soon exposes the cracks in their picture-perfect union. When Kristine needs a job, she asks Nora for help interceding for her with her husband. Torvald consents, but he does so because he fired Krogstad, a lowly employee. When Krogstad finds
out, he threatens to expose Nora’s past crime, a signature she forged to obtain a loan from Krogstad himself in order to afford treatment for her then-ailing husband. Nora Helmer. Torvald Helmer’s wife, she is a seemingly frivolous and childlike woman. Torvald Helmer. Nora’s husband, lawyer and banker. He is overly preoccupied with appearances
and decorum. Nils Krogstad. A lowly employee of Torvald’s, he is defined as a “moral invalid” who has leads a life of lies. Kristine Linde. An old friend of Nora’s who is in town looking for a new job. Unlike Nora, Kristen is jaded but more practical Dr. Rank. Rank is a family friend of the Helmers' who treats Nora as an equal. He suffers from
“tuberculosis of the spine.” Anne-Marie. The Helmers’ children’s nanny. She gave up her daughter, whom she had out of wedlock, in order to accept a position as Nora's nurse. Money. In 19th-century society, money is considered more important than owning land, and those who have it command a lot of power over other people’s lives. Torvald has a
profound sense of self-righteousness because of his access to stable, comfortable income. Appearances and Morals. In the play, society was subject to a strict moral code, in which appearances were more important than substance. Torvald is overly concerned with decorum, even more so than with his alleged love for Nora. Eventually, Nora sees
through the hypocrisy of the whole system and decides to break free from the shackles of the society she lives in, leaving both her husband and her children. A Woman’s Worth. Norwegian women in the 19th century did not have many rights. They were not allowed to conduct business transactions on their own without a male guardian acting as a
guarantor. While Kristine Linde is an embittered widow who works in order to escape existential dread, Nora has been brought up as if she were a doll to play with her whole life. She is infantilized by her husband, too, who calls her “little lark,” “songbird,” and “squirrel.” A Doll’s House is an example of realist drama, in which the characters interact
by talking in a way that closely approximates real life conversations. According to a local critic who reviewed the premiere in Copenhagen in 1879, A Doll’s House had “Not a single declamatory phrase, no high dramatics, no drop of blood, not even a tear.” Norwegian playwright Henrik Ibsen was referred to as “the father of realism,” and he is the
second most performed dramatist after Shakespeare. In his productions, he was keen on examining the realities that hid behind the façades of middle-class people, even though his earlier work presents fantasy and surreal elements. Watch Lou as she transforms Amber House into a recreation of the Bronte HouseClick here to view our Amber House
Kit. andhere for the grey stone paper The main themes of Henrik Ibsen’s A Doll’s House revolve around the values and the issues of late 19th-century bourgeoisie, namely what looks appropriate, the value of money, and the way women navigate a landscape that leaves them little room to assert themselves as actual human beings. Thanks to the onset
of industrialization, the 19th-century economy moved from the fields to urban centers, and those who had the most power over money were no longer land-owning aristocrats, but lawyers and bankers, such as Torvald. Their power over money extended to other people’s lives, and this is why Torvald is such a self-righteous person in regards to
characters such as Krogstad (an underling of his) and even Nora, whom he treats like a pet or a doll rewarded with a heftier allowance if she behaves a certain way. Nora’s inability to handle money also reflects her position of powerlessness in society. The loan she acquires in order to get Torvald the treatment he needs in Italy comes back to haunt
her when Krogstad blackmails her, should she not put a good word for him with her husband. Bourgeois society rests on a façade of decorum and is governed by stern morals meant to conceal either superficial or repressed behavior. In the case of Nora, she seemed to be the late 19th-century equivalent of a woman who had it all: a devoted husband,
children, and a solid middle-class life, with the ability to afford pretty things. Her value rested in maintaining a façade of being a devoted mother and a respectful wife. On his end, Torvald has a high-paying job that allows him to afford a comfortable lifestyle. He is deeply observant of the importance of appearances; in fact, he fires Krogstad not
because of his criminal past—he had reformed since then—but because he addressed him by his given name. And when he reads the letter from Krogstad incriminating Nora, the feeling he is overcome with is shame, as Nora has, in his opinion, been outed as a woman with “no religion, no morals, no sense of duty.” What’s more, what he fears is that
people will believe he did it. Torvald's inability to favor a respectful divorce over a sham union shows how he is enslaved by morality and the struggle that comes with keeping up with appearances. “And as far as you and I are concerned,” he concludes, “it must look as though everything were the same as before between us. But obviously only in the
eyes of the world.” Then, when Krogstad sends another letter retracting his accusations, Torvald immediately backtracks, exclaiming “I am saved, Nora! I am saved!” In the end, appearances are what cause the undoing of the marriage. Nora is no longer willing to keep up with the superficiality of her husband’s values. Torvald’s feelings towards her
are rooted in appearances, an inherent limit of his character. During Ibsen’s time, women were not allowed to conduct business or handle their own money. A man, whether a father or a husband, needed to give them their approval before they could conduct any transaction. This fault in the system is what forces Nora to commit fraud by forging her
dead father’s signature on a loan in order to help her husband, and despite the good-hearted nature of her action, she is treated like a criminal because what she did was, by all means, illegal. Ibsen believed in women’s rights to develop their own individuality, but late 19th-century society did not necessarily agree with this point of view. As we see in
the Helmer household, Nora is completely subordinated to her husband. He gives her pet names such as little lark or squirrel, and the reason he does not want to keep Krogstad’s job is that he does not want to have his employees think that his wife had influenced him. By contrast, Kristine Linde had a greater degree of freedom than Nora. A widow,
she had the right to the money she earned, and could work to support herself, despite the fact that jobs open to women mostly consisted of clerical work. “I have to work if I’m to endure this life,” she tells Krogstad when they reunite. “Every waking day, as far back as I can remember, I’ve worked, and it’s been my greatest and only joy. But now I am
entirely alone in the world, so dreadfully empty and abandoned.” All female characters have to endure some sort of sacrifice during the play for what is perceived to be the greater good. Nora sacrifices her own humanity during the marriage and has to sacrifice her attachment to her children when she leaves Torvald. Kristine Linde sacrificed her love
for Krogstad in order to marry someone with a job stable enough to allow her to help her brothers and ailing mother. Anne Marie, the nurse, had to give up her own child in order to take care of Nora when she was a baby herself. The Neapolitan dress that Nora is made to wear at her costume party was bought by Torvald in Capri; he chooses this
costume for her that night, reinforcing the fact that he sees her as a doll. The tarantella, the dance she performs while wearing it, was originally created as a cure for a tarantula’s bite, but symbolically, it represents hysteria stemming from repression. In addition, when Nora begs Torvald to coach her through the dance routine before the party, in an
attempt to distract Torvald from Krogstad’s letter sitting in the letterbox, she dances so wildly that her hair comes loose. Torvald, in turn, goes into a state of both erotic fascination and repressed righteousness, telling her “I’d never have believed this. You really have forgotten everything I taught you.” During the final confrontation with her husband,
Nora claims that both he and her father treated her like a “doll child.” Both he and Torvald wanted her pretty but compliant. “I had the same opinions; and if I had others, I hid them; because he wouldn’t have liked it,” she tells her husband. Torvald had the same disposition as her father, which we can clearly see given the way he reacts when Nora
was outed as having committed an illegal action. The pet names he chooses for her, such as squirrel, skylark, and songbird, show that he wants her to amuse and delight him like a cute, little animal. During the climax of the play, in fact, Nora notes how neither Torvald nor her father actually loved her, but that it was “amusing” to them to be in love
with her, the way someone could be endeared by something lesser than a human, such as a doll or a cute pet.
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